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GLYCOPINION 
Editor:  R A Y M O N D  A. D W E K  

The Glycoconjugate Symposium in Toronto was remarkable 
for the number and diversity of the presentations made both 
in lectures and on posters, demonstrating once again the 
strength and range of this rapidly expanding field. The early 
sessions established a firm structural base from which the 
meeting proceeded to discuss the biosynthesis of glyco- 
conjugates and their role in events such as transmembrane 
signalling, immune modulation, development, cancer and 
cell adhesion. It was evident that since the last meeting in 
Jerusalem, many advances have been made in the studies 
of enzymes, lectins, 'O '  glycans, glycosaminoglycans and 
glycolipid receptors, both in mammalian and non-mammalian 
systems. The concluding session was given by some of Dr 
Saul Roseman's previous students and oolleagues in recog- 
nition of his major contribution to the field. It was a fitting 
tribute as he celebrates his 70th birthday this year. 

The co-chairmen of the meeting, Professors Harry Schacter 
and Jeremy Carver, following the traditions set by a long 
line of distinguished past chairmen, succeeded in organizing 
an excellent symposium for more than 800 people. In 
addition to being both efficient and intense, it retained a 
relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere. The informal discussions 
around posters and in eating places underlined the fact that 
the formal presentations represented only a small percentage 
of the impressive and challenging research being undertaken. 

Many factors contribute to the rate of progress in any 
field; not the least of these is good communication. The 
Glycoconjugate Journal, which published the indispensible 

volume of abstracts, fulfilled a major and much appreciated 
role and was proud to be an integral part of such a meeting. 
The aim of the journal, and of this column in particular, is 
to highlight the leading edges of the field, to encourage 
vigorous debate, to build bridges between disciplines and 
to bring together the complementary skills of academic and 
industrial scientists. The distinguished editorial board repre- 
sent a broad range of disciplines and will, by their wide 
experience, help to shape the future of the journal. 

It is clear that this field offers a rapidly expanding base 
for the applications of chemical techniques in new and 
exciting areas of biology. The very complexity of carbo- 
hydrate structure offers further challenges for structural and 
synthetic chemists as well as for enzymologists. It is their 
work which will both provide the future tools for probing 
the role of glycoconjugates in biology and medicine and 
enable those embarking on such studies to build their 
research on a secure molecular base. 

A number of contributions for Glycopinion have been 
invited; in addition, the editors would like to encourage 
scientists to submit mini-reviews which they feel address 
fundamental and challenging issues in the field. The first of 
these, by Dr J. Winkelhake from Cytel Corporation, will be 
on cell adhesion molecules, and will appear in the next issue. 

Letters or comments relating to this article would be re- 
ceived with interest by Pauline Rudd, Assistant to the Special 
Advisory Editor, R. A. Dwek. 

Announcements 

EUROCARB VI, VIth European Symposium on 
Carbohydrate Chemistry, Edinburgh, Scotland, 
8-13 September, 1991 

Topics." Structural and conformational aspects of carbo- 
hydrates, Synthesis in relation to carbohydrates, Biochem- 
ical and medical aspects of carbohydrates. Industrial aspects 
will be integrated within the three themes. 

Information: Dr John F. Gibson, EUROCARB VI, The 
Royal Society of Chemistry, Burlington House, London 
W1V 0BN, England. 

International Perspectives in Glycobiology, at the 
University of Oxford, 15-18 September, 1991 

A three-day conference bringing together industry and 
academia. 

International leaders from industry, academia and govern- 
ment research institutions will meet to explore the issues 
and science associated with glycobiology. This high-level 
meeting will be held in Exeter College. Participants will stay 
and will dine in Exeter College. There will be five main 
sessions which will include presentations and discussions to 
enable further exploration of the subjects. 



320 Announcements 

Glycobiology frontiers: science at the forefront of glyco- 
biology--Speakers: G. W. Hart, Johns Hopkins University; 
M. Fukuda, La Jolla Cancer Research Foundation, Cali- 
fornia; M. Ferguson, Dundee University. 

Industry and glycobiology: opportunities and hurdles in 
commercialization--Speakers: G. Poste, SmithKline Beecham 
Pharmaceuticals, President, Research and Development 
Technologies; G. S. Jacob, Monsanto, St Louis; A. Taunton- 
Rigby, Genzyme, Massachusetts. 

Glycotechnology and glycoscience: techniques in structure- 
function elucidation--Speakers: R. Parekh, Oxford Glyco- 
systems, Director of Research and Analytical Services; H. 
Conradt, Gesellschaft Braunschweig Forschung; T. Feizi, 
CRC Glycoconjugates section; R. Reid Townsend, University 
of California; J. Lowe, University of Michigan. 

The law and glycobiology: regulations, patents, orphan drug 
programme--Speakers: D. T. Liu, Department of Health 
and Human Services, Bethesda; R. Dwek, University of 
Oxford, Director Glycobiology Unit. 

Glycobiology and medicine--Speakers: I. M. Roitt, Middlesex 
Hospital; T. Rademacher, University of Oxford; B. Wein- 
traub, National Unstitute of Health, Maryland. 

Enquiries, requests and registrations, etc. to: Ms Anna 
Morris, Administrator, CPD Unit, Department for Con- 
tinuing Education, University of Oxford, Rewley House, 1 
Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JA, UK (Tel.: 0865 
270373; Fax: 0865 270309). 

Role of Sialic Acids and Sialidases in Molecular 
Recognition Phenomena, 20-.24 October, 1991 

Preliminary programme." 
Sialic acids, structure and metabolism. Alterations in trans- 

formed cells, diseases associated with altered transport 
and metabolism. 

Sialidases from microorganisms and higher organisms. 
Properties, cloning, genetic,,sialidosis. 

Recognition of sialic acids and desialylated structures by 
lectins and hormones. 

Pathophysiological consequences, role in organogenesis. 
Sialic acids, sialidases and immunity. 

Organizers: C. R. Lambr6 (INSERM U.139), A. P. Corfield 
(Bristol, UK), J. C. Michalski (CNRS-UMR 111), R. Schauer 
(Kiel, RFA) 

Speakers." J. F. Bouhours (France), R. Brossmer (Germany), 
A. P. Corfield (UK), P. Delanoy (France), T. Feizi (UK), 
H. J. Gabius (Germany), H. Galjaard (The Netherlands), I. 
Goldstein (USA), M. D. Kazatchkine (France), Y. Landry 

(France), A. Lepers (France), P. Louisot (France), T. Miyagi 
(Japan), M. Monsigny (France), M. E. A. Pereira (USA), 
Y. Pilatte (France), P. Roggentin (Germany), J. Roth 
(Switzerland), R. Schauer (Germany), C. C. Sweeley (USA), 
G. Tettamanti (Italy), H. Van den Eijnden (The Nether- 
lands), A. T. Vasella (Switzerland), J. F. G. Vliegenthart 
(The Netherlands), R. Y. Webster (USA), E. Zbiral (Austria) 

Scientists wishing to attend this conference have to submit 
an application form to INSERM Symposia Department, 
101, rue de Tolbiac, 75654 Paris, Cedex 13, France (Tel.: 
45.84.14.41 extension 40.65 or 40.10; Telex: INSERM 270 
532F; Fax: 45.85.68.56) before 15 May, 1991. 

Keystone Symposium on Glycobiology, Keystone, CO, 
USA, 21 27 March, 1992 

Information: Keystone Symposia, P.O. Box 2156, Dillon, 
CO 80435, USA (Tel.: + 1 303 262 1230; Fax: + 1 303 262 
1525). 

XVIth International Carbohydrate Symposium, Paris, 
France, 5-10 July, 1992 

The scientific programme will cover all aspects of the 
chemistry and biochemistry of carbohydrates. This will 
include plenary and invited session lectures, and poster 
sessions. A two-day pre-symposium dealing with the indus- 
trial perspectives of carbohydrate chemistry will take place 
in Lyon (France). 

The following headings will be used to group symposium 
contributions: 

Structure." primary structure, conformational analysis, spec- 
trochemical methods and analysis applied to carbohydrates 
and glycoconjugates. 

Synthesis." new methods and synthesis of bio-molecules such 
as carbohydrates, antibiotics, nucleosides, nucleotides, glyco- 
conjugates, and the use of carbohydrates as chiral synthons. 

Biochemistry: various biological and medical aspects of 
carbohydrates and glycoconjugates. 

Applied and industrial aspects: various uses of carbohydrates 
in industry. 

Enquiries should be addressed to: Professor Jean-Claude 
Depezay, General Secretary, XVIth International Carbo- 
hydrate Symposium, Laboratoire de Chimie URA 400, 
Universit~ Ren~ Descartes, 45, rue des Saints-P6res, 75270 
Paris, Cedex 06, France 


